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Do you self-brief prior to departure? It’s a good practice. After

all, FAR 91.103 says that we should make ourselves aware of “all
available information” pertaining to our flight. But, is self-briefing good enough? Maybe...but maybe not.

Let’s take DUATS for example. It’s a rich source of information for pilots. If you know what you are
looking AT, and what you are looking FOR, you can get a good picture of what’s going on along your route
of flight. But, have you ever actually printed out a DUATS briefing? Depending on your flight, it can be 30
or 40 pages or more!! It’s pretty daunting to read through all of that information and it can be a challenge
to spot things that may negatively affect the outcome of your flight.

So, how does all this apply to NOTAMS? Well, they’re all there...usually toward the end of the brief-
ing. But that’s the problem. They are ALL there. And there can be dozens of them reporting runway or taxi-
way issues, tower light outages, unusable or out-of-service VORs, changes to STARS or DPs, modifications
to approaches and more. Most of them have little, if any, bearing on your flight. But some of them may!

I recently flew to Iowa City, IA and back on business. The entire trip was flown on IFR flight plans
with a combination of FSS briefings, both on the ground and enroute, and self-briefings. The return trip
called for a landing at Lebanon, MO (KLBO) for fuel. I had self-briefed that leg.

About 90 minutes out of KLBO, my traveling companion was poking around on the iPad and inad-
vertently hit the NOTAMS tab for the airport. He said, “It says here LBO is closed”. I took the iPad and
looked. Sure enough, it was. That was our IFR destination...

( continued page 3)

About the author: Pat Brown is a Houston-based CFII,
MEI, Glider Instructor, FAASTeam member, Tow Pilot Greater
Houston Soaring Association, Co-Ownwer and Chief CFI at Hou-
ston Light Sport Aviation (HoustonLSA.com), Cirrus Standard-

ized Instructor Pilot, AOPA Event Pilot, and Air Safety Institute

Safety Seminar Presenter. He has been flying since age 16.


http://gpatbrown.wordpress.com/2014/07/15/self-briefings-and-notamsa-potential-gotcha/
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PREFLIGHT Breakfast

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Pilots/Prospective Pilots Invited. Bring
Your Plane! Discounted, full service fuel. ALL week-end at the Terminal.
Windshields Cleaned and Tires Aired. CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED!

PRIVATE PILOT GROUND SCHOOL

Class started June 30, 2014. Each Class is stand alone come for one or all.
Every Monday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., West Houston Airport. No pri-
or reservations needed. Licensed Jeppesen Video Presentation! Bring a family
member for half-price. Don’t miss this new and exciting learning experience!
Contact C. G. “Hank” Henry, Chief Pilot, 281-492-2130.

INSTRUMENT PILOT GROUND SCHOOL

Sign up for the next class. Wednesday Evening, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., West Hou-
ston Airport. Call to verify course availability Licensed Jeppesen Video Presen-
tation! Contact Hank Henry, Chief Pilot, for information, 281-492-2130.

FAA SAFETY MEETING
Fourth (4th) Tuesday 7:00p -9:00p 2nd Floor Observatory. Topic ADS-B Carol Brackley
713-301-5407 or email carolav8(@att.net.

99°S MEETING

Second (2™) Tuesday Every Month, 7:00 p.m., Terminal Building, 2" Floor.
Women’s Organization of Pilots, Men welcome! Contact Sophie Thibodeaux 281
-391-2958. See website www.ninety-nines.org.

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE (CAF)

Museum open first and third Saturday of the month 10am-3pm. Meetings 3™ Sun-
day of the Month at 2:00 p.m., Hangar B-5. Memberships available. Call for tours.
Contact 281-579-2131 or email info@houstonwing.org, www.houstonwing.org.

EAA CHAPTER 774 MEETING

Third (3rd) Thursday of the month 7:00 p.m. Terminal Building 2nd floor. For
Meeting Information and Announcements Contact Rick Human 281-463-6769.
Great Meetings! Large Turnouts! Join Today.

GHAFI SEMINAR (Greater Houston Association of Flight Instructors)

GHAFTI quarterly Seminar October 18. Questions or comments contact Carol
Brackley at carolav8@att.net, or visit website: www.ghafi.org

Texas Concealed Handgun License Class

NEXT CLASS September 6, 9-3 New 4 Hour Class plus range time, West Houston Air-
port, Terminal - Upstairs, 18000 Groschke Road, Houston, TX 77094. Class includes: lunch,
classroom, shooting range (indoor range in the area), instruction and all paperwork. Loaner
guns available at no extra charge. First time shooters taught how to shoot at no extra charge.
You can bring your own ammo (50 rounds) or buy from me for $20. Cost is $90. For Reserva-
tions call or email (ktwinkle@hal-pc.org) Kevin Winkle 713-252-7006.
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JETA High | Low Average

0/2500. Well- | | Southwest Region 794 |4.73 6.03

- AC, Recent | [ west Houston Airport | 5.32 | 4.27* [ 4.80
intenance.

1961 Mooney M20B, 980 SMOH  Very Clean. I e Ty e
1981 Cessna T210N: Low Time, low engine 100LL High Low Average
1968 Cessna 182L: Call for details. Southwest Region 7.79 (4.45 |6.51

1981 Cessna Conquest I : Very Clean ready toroll. | [ West Houston Airport 5.84 |5.32 |5.58
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Brown, Continued from page 1. FOR RENT
CESSNA 172S SKYHAWKS

CESSNA 172S - G1000/AIR
very important NOTAM during the self-brief! To be sure the information BEECH F33C BONANZA

was accurate, I called ATC and asked for permission to leave the fre- CESSNA T182T- G1000
BEECH B-55 BARON

and our IFR flight plan had been accepted. Obviously, I had missed that

quency. A quick conversation with Flight Service on 122.2 verified the

airport was, in fact, closed. So, after reporting back up on center fre-
quency, I told them that we needed to amend our destination. NEWLY BUILT, NICE HANGAR ES:
They were very accommodating but asked ‘why’. Time to ‘fess’ Contact: Fdonatti@yahoo.com

up. I told him that we were rechecking NOTAMS and the airport 713-539-3452

was closed. He said, “Good catch” and Cleared us to an alter-

nate. Now, in the scheme of things, this was not a big deal, but it could have been, particularly if the weather
had been a serious factor.

So, lesson learned? Self-briefings are good to a point but important information can be easy to miss.
It is always a good idea to CALL Flight Service and talk to a professional briefer. That is what they are
trained to do, and they can cut through all the ‘clutter’ to give you the information you need.

Local Frequencies: Clearance Delivery 121.150, (281)443-5844, Approach 123.800

Flight Service Station: 1800 WX-BRIEF / 1800-992-7433

West Houston Airport Frequencies,

AWOS: 125.575, (281) 579-9820

Unicom 123.050
ASRI: 129.875

GIFT CERTIFICATES
$99 DISCOVERY FLIGHTS
CALL 281-492-2130

Hangar Space
Single Engine s —— -
Available C7 Carnan Properties

Call Bobby - (281)601-1175

281-647-6681 = Carnanproperties.com
= $9/square foot on the annual lease for the hangar and office |

| space or $2.4 million for the hangar and office space.
» Building Size:27,940 SF and Lot Size:59,859 SF.
‘.ﬂ; - _"Aﬁvv.
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WEST HOUSTON AIRPORT TEAM

Aviation Businesses:

West Houston Airport (Since 1962)  Flight School, Pilof Supplies Terminal Building ~ 281-492-2130 www.westhoustonairport.com

Calkins Aero Service (Since 1985) Maintenance and Repairs Hangar #3 Brown East 281-579-6674  www.calkinsaero.com
General Avionics (Since 1995) Avionics Sales and Service Hangar #1 White East 281-647-9600  www.general-avionics.com
Air West Interiors Upholstery Hangar #1 White East 281-398-3821  www.airwestinterior.com

J & S Detailing (Since 1991) Aircraft Detailing On Site 832-202-4198  www jsaircraftdetailing.com
Dr. Victor Arellano (Baron Pilot) FAA Medicals (by appt. only) 15410 Ridge Park Dr.  281-855-2244(0) www.tmauc.com

Houston, Tx 77095 281-460-2247(m)
Airport Based Non-Aviation Businesses:
Lone Star Rod & Rifle Purveyors of Fine Sporting Life Hangar B-1 281-829-3006 www .lonestarrodandrifle.com
AILC. Security Total Security System Solutions Hangar B-3 888-242-9777 www.aic-security.com

AIRPORT CONTACTS: 281-492-2130 Fax: 281-492-7028

WOODY LESIKAR, Director of Aviation, Airport Manager, Available 24/7; woody@westhoustonairport.com

SHELLY LESIKAR deZEVALLOS, Corporate Officer, Ext 203; shelly@westhoustonairport.com

] STACY LESIKAR-MARTIN, Corporate Officer, Business Promotion, stacy@westhoustonairport.com

C.G. “HANK” HENRY, Chief Pilot, Ext 211, 8:00 am to 6:00 pm Mon. thru Fri; hank@westhoustonairport.com * x37

RENEE STRIPLING, Corporate Officer, Accounting Manager, 8:30 am to 5:00 pm Mon thru Fri;
renee@westhoustonairport.com **%¥%%

P.O. Box 941789 RICH WHITNEY, Compliance and Safety Officer, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm Mon thru Fri;

o T 77094-8789 rich@westhoustonairport.com ™ s sk sk
ouston, 1exas - MIKE WHITE, Lead Supervisor Line Services, 6:00 am to 2:00 pm Mon—Fri; mike@westhoustonairport.com **¥%%%*

18000 Groschke Rd. RON THOMAS, Lead Supervisor Line Services, 2:00 pm to 10:00 pm Mon—Fri; ron@westhoustonairport.com *
Houston, Texas 77084-8789 BLAKE SMITH, Lead Supervisor Line Services, 7:30am to 7:30pm Fri-Mon; blake@westhoustonairport.com* *
Phone: 281-492-2130 DON EUTON, AOPA Airport Representative, 281-391-7310, doehe@consolidated.net - volunteer

BOBBY JACKSON, President & Mayor Emeritus, West Houston Airport Subdivision Owners Association, Inc.,

Fax: 281-492-7028 bobbyj5471@sbcglobal.net - volunteer

email: KARL MEDCALF, West Houston Airport IT Support, karl.medcalf@yahoo.com
info@westhoustonairport.com
IWS SUPPORT TEAM:
FOR RENT
STEPHANIE GUAJARDO, Customer Service RONNIE BOLES, Linecrew Technician***
CESSNA 172S SKYHAWKS Representative®*** MATTHEW RUIZ, Linecrew Technician**

OLIVIA WATKINS, Customer Service Representative* ~ ERIK DITTMAR, Linecrew Technician**

CESSNIiZ25Cll OOO/AIR KRISTEN GIBSON, Customer Service Representative IAN SPURLOCK, Linecrew Technician*

BEECH F33C BONANZA AMANDA ATENCIO, Customer Service Representative ~ TYLER TEPE, Linecrew Technician*
BEECH B-55 BARON COURTNEY NICKELS, Customer Service Representative SEAN FRITSCHE, Linecrew Technician*
ROBERT JACKSON, Linecrew Technician*
Need cash? | JERRY ALLEN, Certified Flight Instructor** TRAVIS CHATAM, Linecrew Technician
CHRIS LANGSTON, Certified Flight Instructor MARK WHITNEY, Linecrew Technician
KEVIN LEATHERWOOD, Certified Flight Instructor TOBY COOKE . Line Techncian
ATM located [ RyAN TAYLOR, Cerfied Flight Instructor DARON CASTI’LOW Linecrew Technician
in the Main ’
Terminal! PHILLIP KMIEC, Chief Mechanic** FAA Registration,
SAM TURK, Grounds Maintenance** Bill of Sale, Affidavit of
Occasional Sale and
Open *Indicates years employed Other Forms Available
24/7/365 Here!

All comments, complaints, and suggestions are N1 ST,

welcome please send to: Free: Coffee, Ice, Pop-
Woody Lesikar, Airport Manager, R ediles
281-492-2130 Lagniappe
woody@westhoustonairport.com Authorized AeroNav
24 HOUR BANKING y@ P FAA Chart Dealer!
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